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SYNOPSIS OF THE STORY

This story is supposed to be founded upon a
manuscript found in the papers of Allan QuaterJ matu which were given to the author as literary
executor In it Quatermain tells the story of his
marriage

CHAPTER Describes Allans first meeting
when a child with Stella Carson at a Christmas
gathering Stellas dress caught fire and Allan
extinguished the flames Stellas mother was
Spanish and she eloped with a cousin leaving
Stella flit her father Squire Carson lIe de
termiod to leave England on account of the dis-
grace and at about the same time Allans mother
died and Allans father took him to South Africa
where Mr Quatermain became a missionary
among the Kaffirs When than was 20 his father
died

CHAPTER IL Allan sold the effects and decided
to go on journey of trade and adventure Among
his men was a Kaffir named Indabazimbi a witch
doctor Between him and another witch doctor
there had two years before been a lightning con
test which resulted in the death of his contestant

K CHAPTER HL Details the start of the expedi
wdon Quatermain describes his first elephant

nunL

CHAPTER IV Qaatermain discovered a large
body of Zulus and was surprised by two of their
scouts Acting upon the impulse of the moment
he shot both of them and retreated The Zulus
had been following a party of Dutch noercon-
sisting

¬

of seventeen or eighteen men women
and cldre and a large number of cattle with

they were removing to the north For

sets sake the cattle and some of the women
were sent away while Quatermain

the witch doctor and some of the liners rmainedThe next morning by a ruse adI

Indabazimbi were captured by the Zulus

CHAPTER Qaatermain discovered that Inda ¬

bazimbi had betrayed him into the hands of the
Zulus who at first offered hun no harm The

1 camp of the Boors was attacked and dcoedOne little child only was saved alive Quater
main preserved her by lighting a duel with and
Jailing a Zulu warrior The witch doctor hasidthat Quatra a spirit The deter ¬

to kill him but were pryentby Indaba
who pretended himself to Quatermain and
then bring him to life again This frightened the
Zulus and Indaba and Quatermaiu with the

ldmade their escape

CHAPTER VL Describes the manner of escape
of Quatermain with the witch doctor and Tote
the child Indaba said Go north prophesying
that friends would be found there Quatennam

bed though against Iris judgment They
rosse a broad desert where there was no wa ¬

at its end they became unconscious
When they recovered they were being cared for
by Stella Carson whose lire Quatermain syelwhen a child who was now a beautifulnul young
woman early childhood she had lived in
the wilds of Africa with her father never haYingseen but one other Englishman

CIR YIL Stella was accompanied by a
woman called Hendrika who was captured by

bbnwhen a child arid rescued by Stellas
Hendrika and Indaba quarreled and

HtnJdk to Quatermains being taken to
Stellas but was overruled The home ofMr
Carson who was sick at this time tras a marvel of
white marble buildings built like Zulu huts
only much larger No one knew who built them
Carson found them ready to his hand when he
settled there-

Cauvcrt VHI ideotto a description of Mr

t COOS place a thousand natives witplanted coffee oranges etc and had
cated his daughter though she had never left thek vicinity Old mines were near and Stella showed

1 them tQUltermainwhen a rather alarming
encounter baboons who swarmed round
out occurred Hendrika quelled the distrband Indb warned Quatermain

syng jealous of Stlla the St and
her harm ishe to attached

to you
CHAPTER IX

g T IS very difficult
I for me to describe

the period of time-
whichelpsedbe

my arrivalLJ-I at Babyans Peak
and my marriage

V I with Stella
i WhenI look backO11 on it it seems= TifJ-
Z

sweet as with thej odor of flowers
7J and dun awith

X t 1¼ the happy dus-
kf SUmmer eves while through the sweet

n vjmoa tlio cnnnd of Stellas voice
aud through the gloom shines the star-
light

¬

ol her eyes I think that we loved
each other from the first though for a
while we said no word of love Day by
day I went about the place with her ac ¬

companied by little Tota and Hendrika
only while she attended to the thousand 1I

and one matters which her fathers ever
growing weakness had laid upon her
or rather as time drew on I attended t-
ote business and she accompanied me

A day through we were together Then
after supper when the night had fallen
we would walk together in the garden
and come in at length thear her father
read aloud sometimes from the works off
a poet sometimes from history or if he
did not feel well Stella would read and
when this was done Mr Carson wouldI1

celebrate a short form of prayer and wo
would separate till the morning once
more brought our happy hour of meeting

So the weeks went by and with every
week I grew to know my darling better
Often I wonder now if my fond fancy
deceives me or if indeed there are women
as sweet and dear as she Was solitude e

i

tat had given such depth andgentene
Was it the long years com

miming with nature that had endowed-
her with such peculiar grace the grace j

we find in opening flowers and budding
trees Had she caught that murmuring
voice from the sound of the streams that
fall continually about her rocky home
wait the tenderness of the evening sky
beneath which she loved to walk that
lay like a shadow on her face and the
light of the evening stars that shone iin
her quiet eyes At the least to me she

watho realization of the dream which

hauttho sleep of sin stained men so
my memory paints her so I hope to

find

If
her when at last the sleep hasraway and the fevered dreams are doneIf At last there came a daythe most
blessed of Jjay life when we told oui

a

love We had been together all the I

morning but after dinner Mr Carson
was so unwel that Stella stopped in
with At supper we met again
and after supper when die had put
little Tota to whom she had grown
much attached to bed we went out
leaving Mr Carson dozing on the couch
The night was warm and lovely and
without speaking we walked up the gar-
den

¬

I to the orange grove and sat down
there upon a rock There was a little

I
breeze which shook the petals of the
orange bloom over us i showers and
bore their delicate fragrance far and
wide Silence reigned around broken

I only by the sound of the falling water-
falls that now died to a faint murmur
and now as the wavering breeze turned
boomed loudly in our ears The moon
was not yet visible but already the darclouds that floated through the sky
above usfor there had been rain
showed a glow of silver telngus that
she shone brightly peak

Stella began to talk in her low gentle
oice telling me of her life in the wil-
derness

¬

how she had grown to love it
how her mind had gone on from idea to
idea and how she pictured the great
rushing world that she had never seenait was reflected to her from the books
which she had read It was a curious
vision of life that she had things were
out of proportion in i it was more like
a dreamthan a realitya mirage than
the actual face of things The idea of
great cities and especially of London
had a kind of fascination for her she
could scarcely realize the rush the roar
and hurry the hard crols of men and
women strangers each to each fever-
ishly

¬

seeking for wealth and pleasure
beneath a murky sky and treading one
another down hi the fury of competition

What is it al for she asked earn-
estly

¬

What they seek Having so
few years to live why do they waste
them thus

I told her that in the majority of in-
stances

¬

it was actual hard necessity that
drove them on but she could scarcely
realize it Living as she had done in
the midst of the teeming plentof the
fruitful earth she did not under-
stand

¬

that there are millions who from
day to day know not how to stay their
lhunger

I I never want to go there she went-
on HI should be bewildered and fright-
ened

¬

to death Iis not natural to live
llike that God put Adam and Eve in a
garden and that is how he meant their

to lein peace and looking
always on beautiful things This is my
iidea of perfect life I want no other

I I thought that you once told me that
you found it lonely I sid

i So I did she answered innocently
but that was before you came Now Ianot lonely any more and it is per ¬

fectperfect as the night
Just then the full moon rose above the

elbow of the peak and her rays stole far
and wide down the misty valley gleam-
ing

¬

i on the water brooding on the plain
searching out the hidden places of the
rock wrapping the fair form of naturea a silver bridal veil through which
her beauty shone mysteriously

Stella looked down the terraced valley
she turned and looked up at the scarred
face of the golden moon and then she
llooked at me The beauty of thin nightaabout her face the scent of the night

I
was on her hair the mystery of the night
shone in her shadowed eyes She looked
at me I looked at her and all our hearts
llove blossomed within us We spoke no
wordwe had no words to speak but
slowly we drew near ti lips were
pressed to lips as we our eternal
troth

It was she who broke that holy silence
speaking in a changed voice in soft deep
notes that thrilled me Hire the lowest
chords of a smitten harp

All now I understand she said
now I know why we are lonely and

how we can lose our lonelnes Now I
know what it is that us in tho beauty
of the sky in the sound of water and in
the scent of flowers It iis love that
speaks in everything but till we hear his
voice we understand nothing But when-
we hear then tho riddle is answered aud
the gates of our heart are opened and
Allan we see the way that wends through
ac th to heaven and 13 lest in the glory
of vliich out love ia but 3shadow

Let us go in Aiuiii Let us go before
tlie tpell breaks EO that whatever conies
o us sorrow death or separation we
may always have this perfect memory to-

e uj I rose like a man in dream sti ibId
ing her by the hand But a rose my

j
j eyes fell upon something that gleamed I

white among the foliage of the orange
bush at my side I said nothing but
look d The breeze stirred the orange
leaves the moonlight struck for a mo¬

ment full upon the white object
It was the face of Hendrika the babyan

woman aIndabazimbi had called her
and on it was a glare of hate that made
me shudder

I said nothing the face vanished andI

just then I heard a baboon bark in the
rocks behind

Then we went down the garden ancI
Stella passed into the center hut I saw
Hendrika standing in the shadow near
the door and went up to her

Hendrika I said why were you
watching Miss Stella and myself in the
garden

She drew her lips up till her teeth
gleamed in the moonlght

Have I not her these many
years Macumazahn Shall I cease to
watch her because a wandering whit-
man

e
comes tstl her Why were you

kissing her in garden Macumazahn
How dare ypu kiss her who ia star

1 kissed her because 1 love her and
because she loves me I answered

What has that to do with you Hen ¬

drikaBecause you love her she hissed in
answer and do I not love her also who
saved me from the babyans I am a
woman as she is and you are a man and
they soy in the kraals that men love
women better than women love women
But it is a lie though this is true that ia woman loves a man she forgets
other love Have I not seen it I gather
her fowersbeautiful flowers I climb
the where you would never dare to
go to find them you pluck a piece of
orange bloom in the garden and give it
her What does she do She takes tho
orange bloom she puts it in her breast
and lets my flowers die I call to her
she does not hear meshe is thinking
You whisper to some one far away and
she hears and smiles She used to kiss
me sometimes now she kisses that white
brut you brought because you brought-
iti Oh I see it alal I have seen it
from the first you are stealing her from-
us stealing her to yourself and those
who loved her before you came are for-
gotten

¬

Be careful Macumazahn be
careful lest I am revenged upon you
You you hate me you think me half a
monkey that servant of yours calls me
baboon woman Well I have lived with
baboons and they are clever yes they-
can play tricks and know things you
dont and I am cleverer than they for I
have learnt the wisdom of white people
also and I say to you Walk softly
Macumazahn or you will fall into a
pit and with one more look of malice
she was gone-

I stood for a moment reflecting I
was afraid of this strange creature who
seemed to combine the cunning of the
great apes that had reared her with the
passion and skill of human kind I
foreboded evil at her hands And yet
there was something almost touching in
the fierceness of her jealousy Iis gen ¬

orally supposed that this passion only
exists in strength when the object loved-
is of another sex from the lover but I
confess that both in this instance and in-

SOle others that I have met with this
has not been my experience I have
known men and especially uncivilized
men who were as jealous of the affec-
tion

¬

of their friend or master as any
lover could be of that of his mistress-
and who has not seen cases of the same
thing where parents and their children
were concerned But the lower one gets-
in the scale of humanity the more read-
ily

¬

this passion thrives indeed it may
be said to come to its in tensest perfection
in brutes Women are more jealous than
men small hearted men are more jeal¬

ous than those of larger mind and wider
sympathy and animals are the most
jealous of all Now Hendrika was in
some ways not far removed from animal
which may perhaps account for the fe ¬

rocity of her jealousy of her mistress
affection

Shaking off my presentiments of evil
I entered the center hut Mr Carson-
was resting on the sofa and by him
melt Stella holding his hand and her
llicad resting on his breast I saw at
once that she had been telling him of
what had come about between us nor
was I sorry for it is a task that a would-
be soninlaw is generally glad to do by
deputy

Come here Allan Quatermain he
said almost sternly and my heart gave
a jump for I feared lest he might bei

about to require me to go about my
business But 1 came

Stella tells me he went on that
you two have entered into a marriage
engagement She tells me also that she
loves you and that you say that youI

llove her
I do indeed sir I broke in I love

her truly if ever a woman was loved in
this world love her

I thank heaven for it said the oldI

man Listen my children Many
years ago a great shame and sorrow fellI
upon me so great a sorrow that as I
sometimes think it affected my brain
At any rate I determined to do whatt
most men would have considered the actb

of a madman to go far away into the
wilderness with my only child there to
llive remote from civilization and its
evils I did so I found this place andI

here we have lived for many years hap-
pily

¬

enough and perhaps not without
doing good in our generation but stillI
iin a way unnatural to our race andI

stats At first I thought that 1 would-
let

I

l my daughter grow up in a state ofI
complete ignorance that she should be
natures child But atime went on I
saw tho folly and the wickedness of my
pLin I had 110 right to degrade her to
tthe level of the savages around me for
iif the fruit of the tree of knowledge is a
hitter fruit still iit teaches good from

ruil So I educated her as well as 1 var
till in the end 11knew that in mind

is in hotly she was in no way inferior
o her sisters tile children of tile civil

1201i I yort
the crew UD and vircrod into womvn

hood and then it came into my midthat I was doing her a bitter wrong that
I was separating her from eI kind and
keeping her in a wilderness where she
could find neither mate nor companion
But though I knew this I could not yet
make up my mind to return to active
life I had grown to love this place I
dreaded to return into the world 1 had
abjured Again and again I put my
resolutions aside Then at the com-
mencement

¬

of this year 1 fel ill For a-

while 1 waited hoping might get
better but at last I realized that I should
never get better that the hand of death
was upon me I

Ah no father not that Stella said
with a cry

Yes love that and it is true Now
you will be able to forget our separation
in the happiness of a new meeting and
he glanced at me and smiled WellL
when this knowledge came home to me
I determined to abandon this place and
trek for the coast though I well knew
that the journey would kill me I should
neverlive reach it But Stella wouldh

and it would be better than leaving her
hero alone with savages i the widerness On the very day I mat
up my mind to take this step Stella
found you dying in the bad lands AlanQuatermain and brought you here 10

brought you of all men in the wordyou whose father hadbeen my deaestII

it

friend alid who once with your baby
hands had saved her life from fire that
she might live to save yours from thirst

I At the time I said little but I saw the
hand of Providence in this and I deter

I mined to wait and see what came about
j between you At the worst if nothing-

came about I soon learned that I could
trust you to see her safely to the coast
after I was gone But many days ago I
knew hQw it stood between you and
now things have come about as I prayed
they might God bless you both my
children may you bo happy in your
love may it endure till death and be ¬

yond it God bless you both and he
stretched out his hand toward me

I took it and Stella kissed him
Presently he spoke again-
It is my intention he said if you

two consent to marry you next Sunday
I wish to do so soon for I do not know
how much longer will be allowed to me
I believe that such a ceremony solemnly
celebrated and entered into before wit-
nesses will under the circumstances be
erfectly legal but of Course you will
repeat it with every formality the first
moment it lies in your power to do so
And now there is one more thing when
I left England my fortunes were in a
lattered condition in the course of years
they have recovered themselves the ac-
cumulated rents as heard but recently
when the wagons last returned from
Port Natal have sufficed to payof all
charges and there is a bal-
ance over Consequently you will not
marry on nothing for of course you
Stella are my heiress and I wish to
make a stipulation Iis this That so
soon as my death occurs you shall leave
this place and take the first opportunity
of returning to England I do not
ask you to live there always it might
prove too much for people reared in the
wilds as both of you have been but I

do ask you to make it your permanent
homo Do you consent and promise this

I do I answered
And so do I said Stella
Very well he answered and now

I am tired out Again God bless you
both and good night

CHAPTER X
N THE
follow
ing mo-
rning I
had a
con e-
rsation
with In
daba-
zm biFist
alI toldI

juf him I was
going to marry

7A Stella
OhhesaidI I

thought Mac ¬

umazahn Did I
not tell you thatt
you would findI

happines on this journey Most men
must be content to watch the Star from a-

long way off to you it is given to wear
her on your heart But remember Macu ¬

mazahn remember that stars set
Can you not stop your croaking even

for a day 1 answered angrily for his
words sent a thrill of fear through me

A true prophet must tell the ill aiS
well as the good Macumazahn I only
speak what is on my mind But what
of i What is life but loss loss upon
l oss till life itself be lost But in death
ive may find all the things that we have
lost So your father taught Macuma-
zalin and there was wisaofn in Ills gen-
tleness

¬

Oh I do not believe in death
it is change that is all Macumazahn
Look now the rain falls toe drops of
rain that were once water in the cloud S

fal side by side They sink into th
ground presently the sun will come out
he earth will be dry the drops will be
gone A fool looks and says the drops-
are dead they will never be one again
they will never again fall side by side
But I am a rain maker and I know the
ways of rain It is not true The drops
will drain into the river and will be one
water there They will go up into the
clouds again in the mists of morning
and there will again bo as they have
been We are the drops of rain Ma-
uuiazalmc When we fall that i our

llife When we sink into the ground that-
isi death and when we are drawn up
again to the sky what is that Macuma ¬

zahn No no when we find we lose
and when we seem to lose then we shall
really find I am not a Christian Ma
cuniiizuhn but I am old and have
watched and seen things that perhaps
Christians do not see There I have
spoken Be happy with your star and
if it sets wait Macumazahn wait till iti

rises again Iwill not be long one day
you will go to sleep then your eyes will
open on another sky and there your star

ill be shining Macumazahn
I made no answer at the time I

could not bear to talk of such a thing
But often and often in the after years I
have thought of Indabazimbi and his
beautiful simile and gathered comfort
from it He was a strange man this old
rain making savage and there was moret

wisdom in him than in many learned
atheiststhose spiritual destroyers who
in the name of progress and humanity
would divorce hope from life and leave-
us wandering in a lonesome self con-
secrated

¬

hell-

Indabazimbi I said changing the
subject I have something to say and-
I told him of tho threats of Hendrika

He listened with an unmoved face
nodding his white lock at interval as the
narrative Avent on But I saw that Ihe
was disturbed by it

Macumazahn he said at length-
I

I

have told you this is an evil woman
She was nourished on baboon milk and
the baboon nature is in her veins Such1
creatures should be killed not keptI
She will make you mischief if she can
But I wi watch her Macumazahn
Look Stari waiting for you go
or she will hate me as Hendrika hates
youSo I went nothing loath for attrac-
tive

¬

as was tile wisdom of Indabazimbi
I found a deeper meaning in Stellas
simplest word All the rest of that day
I passed in her company and the greater
part of tho two following days At latcame Saturday right the eve of our
marriage It night BO we
did not eo out lyut spent the evening in

the hut We sat hand in hand saying
little but Mr Carson talked a good
deal telling us tales of his youth and of
counties that he had visited Then he

aloud from the Bible and bade ugood night I also kissed Stella and went-
to bed I reached my hut by the cov-
ered

¬

way and before I undressed opened
he door to see what tho night was like

Iwas very dark and rain was still fail-
ing but as the light streamed out into
the gloom I fancied that I caught sight-
of a dusky form gliding away

The thought of Hendrika flashed into
ny mind could sho be skulking about
outside there Now I had said nothing
of Hendrikn and her threats either to-

ll Carson or Dtella because I did not
wish to alarm them Also I knew that
Stella was attached to this strange per ¬

SOl and I did not wish to shake her con-
fidence in her unless it was absolutely
necessary For a minute or two I stood
hesitating then reflecting that if it was
iicnurica put tiiere there sue should
stop I went in and put up the stout
wooden bar that was used to secure the
door For the last few nights old Indaba
zimbi had made a habit of sleeping ilthe covered passage which was the only
other possible way of access As I came
to bed I had stepped over him rolled up
in his blanket and to all appearance
fast asleep So it being evident that I-

liad nothing to fear I promptly dismiss ¬

ed the matter from my mind which as
may be imagined was indeed fully oc
pied with other matters-

I got into bed and for awhile lay
awake thinking of the great happiness in
stor for me and of the providential
course of events that had brought it
within my reach A few weeks since
and I was wandering in the desert a
dying man bearing a dying child and
with scarcely a possession left in the
word except a store of buried ivory that
II never expected to see again And now
I was about to wed one of the sweetest-
and loveliest women in the whole world
a woman whom I loved more than I could
have thought possible and who loved
me back again Also as though that
were not good fortune enough I was to
acquire with her considerable possessions
quite sufficiently large to enable us to
follow any plan of life we found agree-
able

¬

As I lay and reflected on all this
I grew afraid of my good fortune Old
Indabazimbis melancholy prophesies-
came into my mind Hitherto he had
always prophesied truly What if thesei

should be true also I turned cold as I
thought of it and prayed to the power
above to preserve us both to live and love
together Never was prayer more need-
ed

¬

While its words were still upon my
lips I dropped asleep and dreamed a most
dreadful dream-

I dreamed that Stella and I were stand-
ing

¬

together to be married She was
dressed in white and radiant with beau-
ty

¬

but it was a wild spiritual beauty
which frightened me Her eyes shone
like stars a pale flame played about her
features and the wind that blew did not
stir her hair Nor was this all for her
white robes were death wrappings and
the altar at which we stood was formed-
of the piled up earth from an open grave
that yawned between us So we stood
waiting for one to wed us but no one
came Presently from the open grave
sprang the form of Hendrika In her
hand was a knife with which she stabbed-
at me but pierced the heart of Stella
who without a cry fell backwards into
the grave still looking at me as she fell
Then Hendrika leaped after her into the
grave I heard her feet strike heavily

Awake Macumazahn awake cried
the voice of Indabazimbi

I awoke and bounded from the bed
tho cold perspiration pouring from me-
T 10 darkness on the other side of the
hut I heard sounds of furious struggling
Lluckily I kept my head Just by me
was a chair on which were matches and
a rush taper I struck a match and held
iit to the taper Now in the glowing
light I could see two forms rolling one
over the other on the floor and from be
tiween them came the flash of steel The
fat melted and the light burt up Iwas Indabazimbi and the woman ¬

drika who were struggling and what
was more the woman was getting the
better of the man strong as he was Ii
rushed toward them Now she was up ¬

permost now she had wrenched herself
from his fierce grip and now the great
knife she had in her hand flashed up

But I was behind her and getting my
hands beneath her arms jerked with almy strength She fell backwards
in her effort to save herself most for
tunately dropped the knife Then we
flung ourselves upon her Heavens the
strength of that she dei Nobody who
has not experienced could believe it
She fought and scratched and bit and
at one time nearly mastered the two ol
us As ih was she did break loose
She rushed at the bed sprung on it and
bounded thence straight up at the roof
of the hut I never saw such a jump
and could not conceive what she meant
to do In the roof were the peculiar
holes which I have described They
were designed to admit light and cov
ered with overhanging eaves She sprungc

straight and true like a monkey and
catching tile edge of tho hole with her
hands strove to draw herself through it
But here her strength exhausted with
the long struggle failed her For a mo-

ment silo swung then dropped to th a-

ground and fell senseless
Ou gasped Indabazimbi Let u5

tie the devil up before she comes to lifie
again-

I thought this a good counsel so w C

tool a rein that lay in the corner of the
room and lashed her hands and feet i n
such a fashion that even she could
scarcely escape Then wo carried lie
into the passage and Indabazimbi sat
over her the knife in his hand for I did
not wish to raise an alarm at that hour
of the night

Do you know how I caught her Macu
mazahn he said For several nights
I have slept here with one eye open for
I thought she had made a plan To-
night I kept wide awake though I pre
tended to be asleep An hour after you
got into the blankets the moon rose and
I saw a beam of light come into tho hu
through the hole in the roof Presently
I saw the beam of light vanish At frtI thought that a cloud was passing over
the moon but I listened and heard a

b

noise athough some one was squeezing
himself through a narrow place Pres-
ently

¬

he was through and hanging by
his hands Then the light came in again
and in tho middle of it I saw the babyan
frau swinging from the roof and about-
to drop into the hut She clung by both
hands and in her mouth was a great
knife She dropped and I ran forward-
to seize her as she dropped and gripped-
her round tile middle But she heard
me come and seizing the knife struck-
at me in tile dark and missed me Then
we struggled and you know the rest
You were very nearly dead tonight
Macumazahn

Very nearly indeed I answered-
still panting and arranging the rags of
my night dress around me as best I
might Then the memory of my horrid
dream flashed into my mind Doubtless
it had been conjured up by the sound of
Hendrika dropping to the floor in my
uream it nau Heels a grave that sue
dropped into All of it had been experi-
enced

¬

in that second of time Well
dreams are swift perhaps time itself is
nothing but a dream and events that
seem far apart really occur simultane-
ously

¬

We passed the rest of the night watch-
ing Hendrika Presently she came to
herself and struggled furiously to break
the rein But it was too strong even for
her and moreover Indabazimbi uncer-
emoniously

¬

sat upon her to keep her
quiet At last she gave it upIdue course the day brokemy mar-
riage

¬

day Leaving Indabazimbi to
watch my wouldbe murderess I went
and fetched some natives from the
stables anti with their aid bore Hen ¬

drika to the prison hutthat same hut
in which she had been confined when
she had been brought a baboon child
from the rocks Here we shut her up
and leaving Indabazimbi to watch out-
side

¬

I returned to my sleeping place
and dressed in the best garments that
babyan kraals could furnish But when
I looked at the reflection of my face I
was horrified It was covered with
scratches inflicted by the nails of lien
drika I doctored them up as best I
could and went out for a walk to calm
my nerves which what between the
vents of the past night and of toe

I pending that day were not a little dis-
turbed

¬

When I returned it was breakfast time
I went into the dining hut and there
Stella was waiting to greet me dressed-
ini simple white and with orange flowers
on her breast She came forward to me
shyly enough then seeing the condition-
of my face started back

Why Allan what have you been
doing to yourself she asked

I As I was about to answer her father
came in leaning on his stick and catch-
ingl sight of me instantly asked the same
question

Then I told them everything both of
Hendrikas threats and of her fierce at-
tempt to carry them into execution But
I did not tell my horrid dream

Stellas face grew white as the flowers
on her breast but that of her father be-

came very stern
You should have spoken of this be-

fore Allan he said I now see that I
did wrong to attempt to civilize this
wicked and revengeful creature who if
she is human has all the evil passions of
tho brutes that reared her VeI I will
make an end of it this very day

Oh father said Stella dont have
her killed It is all dreadful enough but
hat would be more dreadful still I
have been very fond of her and bad as
she is she has loved me Dont have her
dlled on my marriage day

No her father answered she shall
not be killed for though she deserves to
die I will not have her blood upon our
lands She is a brute and has followed
he nature of brutes She shall go back
whence she came

No more vasaid on the matter at the
ime but when breakfast which was
rather a farce was done Mr Carson
ent for his head man and gave him cer-
tain orders

We were to be married after the ser¬

vice which 11 Carson held every Sun ¬

day morning in the large marble hut set
apart for that purpose The service be-

gan at 10 oclock but long before that
hour all the natives on the place came up
in troops singing as they came to be
present at the wedding of the Star It
was a pretty sight to see them the men
dressed in all their finery and carrying
shields and sticks in their hands and
the women and children bearing green
branches of trees ferns and flowers At
ength about halfpast nine Stella rose
pressed my hand and left me to my re-
flections

¬

At a few minutes to ten
she reappeared again with her father

dressed in a white veil a wreath of
orange flowers on her dark curling hair-
a bouquet of orange flowers in her hand
To rue she seemed like a dream of loelness With her came little a
high state of glee and excitement She
was Stellas only bridesmaid Then we
all passed out towards the church hut
The bare space in front of it was filled

withundreds of natives who set up a
song as we came But we went on into
the hut which was crowded with such
of the natives as usually worshiped
there Here Mr Carson as usual read
the service though he was obliged to sit
down in order to do so When it was
done and to me it seemed interminable-

Mr Carson whispered to me that he
meant to marry us outside the hut in
sight of nil the people so we went out
and took our stand under the shade of a
large tree that grew nearthe hut facing-
tho barerspace where the natives were
gathered

Mr Carson held up his hand to enjoin
silence Then speaking in the native
dialect he told them that he was about-
to make us man and wife after the Chris-
tian

¬

fashion and in the sight of all men
This done he proceeded to read the mar-
riage

¬

service over us and very solemnly-
and beautifully lIe did it We said the
words I placed the ringit was her
fathers signet ring for we had no other

upon Stellas finger and it was done
Then Mr Carson spoke Allan and

Stella he said I believe that the cere-
mony which has been performed makes
you man and wife in the sight of God
and man for all that is necessary to
make a marriage binding i that it
should be celebrated according to the

v

U

custom of where tnethcount parties
to it reside according to the custom
that has been in force here for fifteen
years or more that you have been mar-

red
¬

in the face of all the people and in
token of it you will both sign the registry
that I have kept of such marriages
among those of my own people that have
adopted the Christian faith Still in case
there should be any legal flaw I again
demand the solemn promise of you both
that on the first opportunity you will
cause this marriage to brecelebrated-
in some civilized land you promise

We do we answered
Then tile book was brought out and wo

signed our names At first my wife
signed hers Stella only but her father
bade her write it Stella Carson fotho
first and last time in her life Then sev-
eral

¬

of the indtinas or head men in-

cudingold
¬

Indabazimbi put their marks

wites Indabazimba drew his mark-
in the shape of a little star in humorous
allusion to Stellas native name That
register is before me now as I write
That with a lock of my darlings hair
that lies between its leaves is my dear-
est possession There are all the name
and marks as they were written many
years ago beneath the shadow of the
tree on Babyan Kraals in the wider ¬

ness but alas and alas where are
who wr6tu them

<My people said Mr Carson when
the sinking was doneand we had kissed
each other before them i1lniy people
Macuinazaha and time Star my daughter
are now man and wife to live in onekraal to eat of one bowl to share one
fortune till tliey reach the grave Hear
now my people you know this woman
and turning he pointed to Hendrika
who unseen by uhad been led out of
the prison hut

Yes yes we know her said a little
ring of head men who formed the prim-
itive

¬

court of justice and after the fash-
ion

¬

of natives had squatted themsevesin
a circle on the ground in front of us

We know her she is the white babyan
woman she is Hendrika Ute body serv-
ant

¬

of the Star
You know her said Mr Carson

but you do not know her altogether
Stand forward Indabazimbi and telthe people what came about last night
the hut of 3Iacumazhanx

Accordingly old Indabazimbi came
forward and squatting down told his
moving tale with much descriptive force
and many gestures finishing up by pro
ducing the great knife from which his
watchfulness had saved me

Then I was called upon and in a few
brief words substantiated his story in ¬

deed my face did that in the sight of all
men

Then Mr Carson turned to Hendrika
who stood in sullen silence her eyes
fixed upon the ground and asked her if
she had anything to say

She looked up boldly and answered
Macumazahn has robbed me of the

love of my mistress I would have
robbed hum of his life which is a little
thing compared to that which I have
llost ntliis hands I have failed and I
am sorry fo iit for had I killed him and
lleft no trace tie Star would have forgot-
ten

¬

him and shone on me again
Never murmured Stella in my ear

but Mr Carson turned white with
wrath

My people he said you hear the
words of this woman You hear how
she pays me back me and my daughter
whom she swears she loves She says
that she could leave murdered a man
who has done 1Joe no evil the man who-
isi the husband of her mistress We
saved her from the babyans we tamed
her we fed her we taught her and this-
is how she pays u back Say my
people what reward shall be given to
her

Death said the circle of indunas
pointing their thumbs downwards and
all the multitude beyond echoed the
word Death

Death repeated the head iduaadding Iyou save her my we
will slay her with our own hands She

ia babyan woman a devil woman ah
yes we have heard of such before let
her be slain before she works more evil

Then it was that Stella stepped for ¬

ward and begged for Hendrikas life in
moving terms She pleaded the savagery
of the womans nature her long service
and the affection that she had always
shown toward herself She said that I
whoso life had been attempted forgave
hexh and she my wife who had nearly
been left a widow before she was made a
bride forgave leer let them forgive her
also let her be sent away not slain let
not her marriage day be stained with
blood

Now her father listenedreadily enough
for he had no intention of killing Hen
drika indeed he had already promised-
not to do EO But the people were in a
different humor they looked upon Hen ¬

drika as a devil and would have torn her
to pieces there and then could they have
had their way Nor were matters mended
by Indabazimbi who had already gained
a great reputation for wisdom and magic-
in tile place Suddenly the old man rose
and made quite an impassioned speech
urging them to kill Hendrika at once or
mischief would come of it

At last matters got very bad for two
of the indunas came forward to drag her
off to execution and it was not until
Stella fairly burst into tears that the
sight of her grief backed by Mr Car¬

sons orders and my own remonstrances
carried the day
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The Honeymoon
Young Bride poutingHere we have

only been married two days Clarence
and youre scolding me already

Husband know my dear but just
think how long Ive been waiting for
the chanceSt Paul Eye
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